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( Translation )

The Archway of the Sikhs in Honor of His Majesty the King
B.E. 2550

'he Gurudwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha Foundation, the center of

'hai-Sikhs of Thailand humbly presents the archway of Thai-Sikhs
i honor of His Majesty the King, on the occasion of His Majesty
the King’s 60th Anniversary of His succession to the throne on
June 9, 2549 (2006) and on his 80th Birthday Anniversary on
December 5, 2550 (2007).

We, the Sikhs, having taken shelter under the royal protection for
more than a century, take this opportunity to express our gratitude,
1ppreciation and loyalty to His Majesty the King, like those of Thai
subjects.
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Her Royal Highness Princess Somdej Phra Thep Ratna Rach Suda Siam Borom Rach
Kumari inaugurated The Thai Sikh Gate, presented by Gurudwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha
Foundation ( The Central Organization of Sikhs in Thailand ) to celebrate the auspicious
occasion of the 80th Birthday on 5th Dec. 2550 of His Majesty the King of Thailand.

Thai Sikhs of Thailand who profess Sikhism, a religion which Originated in North West
India, migrated to Thailand during the Gracious Rule of His Royal Majesty King
Chualongkorn Rama V of the Chakri Dynasty more than 120 years ago. The Thai Sikhs
have lived in harmony with the Thai people under the benevolent rule ot the wise and
gracious Kings of the Chakri Dynasty.

The Thai Kings have always been kind and merciful to all their subjects irrespective of the:
ethnic origin, creed or kind. Their Majesties have always been ever gracious to one and al
and have always treated all their years up to the prevailing times, the Thai Sikhs have lived
in Thailand under the kind umbrella of Royal Patronage of goodwill, mercy and happiness
and they feel a deep sense of gratitude and indebtedness towards the Thai Royalty.

With a profound feeling of immense thankfulness and gratitude combined with love and
loyalty towards His Majesty The King. We, the Thai Sikhs of Thailand, respectfully beg to
express our sentiments by dedicating the Thai Sikh Gate to be a part of the celebrations
honoring the Auspicious 60th Year of the Reign of His Majesty on the 9th June 2549 and
prayerful longevity celebrations Honouring the 80th Birthday of His Majesty The King on 5l
Dec. 2550.

In the process of constructing ot The Gate, Honoring His Majesty, the cooperation and
expertise of knowledgeable Thai architects was acquired to blend with that of the Sikh
architects, with the result that a beautiful Gate has been built together with the auspicious
dimension figures which are as follows.

The overall height of The Gate from the base to the lop of the Dome is 9.9 metres
signifying His Majesty the Ruling King Rama 9 of the Chakri Dynasty.

The distance between the two pillars of the Gate is 6 metres signifying the 6 decades or
60 years of the Royal Reign of 9th June 2549.

The size of the Dome is 8 metres indicating the auspicious 8 decades or 80 th Birthday ol
His Majesty the king on 5th Dec 2550.

Finally, in the construction of The Gate, all-white marble was used stressing our ever lastin:
and pure loyalty alloyed with the sacred truthfulness of mind to sanctify auspiciousness ol
the above stated occasions. Itis a monument symbolizing the above sentiments of Thai
Subjects practicing the Sikh Faith.

We received the valuable assistance and support of the Bangkok Govemor His Excellency
Khun Apirak Khosayothin and the helpful co-operation of all Bangkok Municipality staff
members in our effort to humbly present The Thai Sikh Gate as a part of the on going
Celebrations Honoring His Majesty The King. We hereby express our gratitude to them al
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Dhammaraja

His Majesty the King has made great contributions (o the country.
He brings to his subjects prosperity, peace and happiness with his
immense kindness and compassion. He alleviates sufferings and
promoles happiness of his subjects throughout the country
irrespective of wherever they live and whatever religion they
profess.

His Majesty the King remains as a source of inspiration, prosperity
and happiness to His subjects..

His Majesty the King is a Buddhist who upholds Buddhism and
patronizes all religions, namely Islam, Christianity, Brahman-
Hinduism and Sikhism. The Thais of different sects live in peace
and harmony under his patronage.

Since the settlement of the Thai kingdom from the Sukhothai period
over 700 years ago and till today , Thai people and monarchy have
been closely related. This relation is to such a warm level that the
people praise the King as the “City Father” who governs his city
and his people like the members of the same family. Such was the
graciousness of the kings that they have always been called “Father”.
They were also involved in the religious teachings and oftenly
reverred as ** Phra Mahadhammikaraja™ (Religious King).

During the Sukhothai period the conceptualization of the King was
greatly influenced by the Mon and Khmer (Cambodian) culture.
This culture brought in its doctrine of “Devaraja” which upheld
the king as the “God” to the Thai people. The king was a
reincarnation of God who lives in the palace, and certain royal
rules, laws and ceremonies were introduced. During the Ayutthaya
period, the kings became “Phramadhammikaraja and Devaraja)
(Religious and God king).
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The above concept later brought into new beliefs . . The King
was the absolute monarch called “Phra Choa Yu Hua™ or the
king who governs over and possess everything including the
lives of the people. In addition, the king was called “Phra Chao
Phaen Din™ or the *Territorial Ruler” which means he also
governs the enitre land.

Although such beliefs went into changes over the period of time
. His Majesty King Bhumiphol, with his great compassion to his

subjects. upholds certain good traditions being followed from the
Ayutthaya period while at the same time making an amendment

to certain administrative royal rules and tradition in favor of his

subjects.

The truth, however, remains that the King, throughout the
period of 60 years in his throne, promotes good conduct and
morality which can be summarized in 5 aspects as follows:

* Promotion of religion and culture;

* Promotion of close relationship with his people;

* Promotion of Dasaphitharajadhamma (Ten Virtues of the
King);

* Promotion of principles for development of the country:
* Promotion of ethics for development of teachers.

In addition. the King, himself possessing Ten Virtues of the King,
maintains Benjadayada (five heirs) as follows:

Rajadayada: the King who succeeds the throne under the royal
family law;
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Kuladayada: the King who is the royal child;

Sasanadayada: the King who upholds Buddhism and patronizes
all religions under the Constitution;

Dhammadayada: the King who is interested in and has a firm
laith in the teachings of the Buddha.

Thus he is praised “His Majesty King Bhumiphol the Great™.

“The Great King”

[n 1996, the year of his 50th anniversary of his succession, with
all his virtues, qualities, kindness, compassion as mentioned
above, the people praised him as “the Great King”.

On account of his great efforts made for the development of the
country, he was also praised as the “Rural Development King”.

The King is a genuine Buddhist in the sense that:

* He really respects the Sangha (assembly of Buddhist
monks):

* He has extensive knowledge of Buddhism;

* He conducts himself with kindness in the interest of the
people.

The King, throughout his longest succession, is beloved by his
people for the affection he has for his people , possession of ten
virtues of the king, promotion of religions and culture, far-
sichtedness in economic development and code of conduct for
leachers.
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60th Anniversary Golden Jubilee

In 2006, the 60ths anniversary of His ascendance to the throne,
the Golden Jubilee was jointly celebrated by people of all races.
This occasion brought joys and happiness to the people who live
under His rule.

King Bhumibhol has been working hard ever since he succeeded
the throne for the happiness of His people. He has been visiting
his people in all regions of the country. Such visits brought him
understanding of his people’s problems and their difficulties in
various aspects . This led to launching of many royal welfare
projects for the people. This has fostered high reverrence and
loyalty to the King,

On the occasion of His Majesty the King’s 60th anniversary of
his succession on June 9, 2006, the Government and private
entities undertook many good projects in honor of the King and
to express their royalty to him. On this occasion, the President
of the Association of Sri Guru Singh Sabha, the central
organization of the Thais who profess Sikhism, expressed
gratitude and appreciation of the Sikhs to the King as follows:

“The Thai Sikhs in Thailand under the protection of His Majesty
the King would like to express their respect and royalty to the
King who is the patron of all religions and grants religious rights
and liberty to all of his subjects. On the occasion of his 60th
anniversary of succession, may the Holy Scripture, Sri Guru
Granth Sahib, the Enternal Guru of Sikhs bless the King and the
Nation to be in peace and prosperity.
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May brothers of all religions live in peace and harmony.
Throughout his reign, the King performs his duties for the
benefits of his people and nation. His accomplishments are
widely acclaimed not only in the country but also to the outside
world .. He has earned great reputation in foreign countries for
his farsightedness and affection for his people and is renowned
lor his longest succession in the world. The King initiated
numerous projects covering agriculture, environment, promotion
ol occupation, development of water re sources, communication,
social welfare and others. He relentlessly visits his subjects, and
wherever he goes, he relieves difficulties suffered by his subjects
and gives good suggestions on their occupations. The King also
kindly formulated self sufficiency economy plan. In times of
hardship and natural disasters the country encountered, he was
there to alleviate them. The Sikhs adhere to the words of the
Gura “All mankind is our friend. not a foe nor a stranger”. On
behalf of the Association of Sri Guru Singh Sabha, the Sikh
Foundation in Thailand, may all of us, the Thais, of different
religions have good understanding, good cooperation, harmony,
kindness, non-violence and good relation among the religions to
hring about happiness and peace in the society and finally the
country”. The Sikhs then observed the Ardas ceremony and
chanted for King.

Activities of the Sikhs in Thailand held by the Association of Sri
Gire Singh Sabha in conjunction with the Government agencies
an the occasion of His Majesty the King’s 60th Anniversary of
llis Succession

I'he sikh religious ceremonies which were held in the religious
place Gurudwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha in the honor and
appreciation of His Majesty the King’s kindness and compassion
are as follows:
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1: Akhand Path Sahib: continuous reciting the Sri Guru Granth
Sahib from 11sarupas non stop for 48 hours until the end (1,430

pages). 300 Sikhs joined in reading the scripture. The ceremony
was held in June, 2006.

2: After finishing the recitation, all Sikhs joined in making
Ardas(prayer), seeking blessings from Sri Guru Granth Sahib
beginning June 1, 2006 daily for 60 days. Approximately 500 to
800 Sikhs joined the chanting each such day.

3: Treating morning meals (vegetarian) to at least 600 people of
all faiths irrespective of the faith or class who visited the
Gurudwara in honor of His Majesty the King every day for a
period of 60 days from 06.00 - 10.00 a.m.

4: Blood Donation Camps for the Thai Red Cross to the merit of
His Majesty the King were held in each quarter of the year
2006. Approximately 200-250 Sikhs joined in such camp each
time.

Participated in Exhibition in Honor of His Majesty the King
on the occasion of His 60th Anniversary of Succession
at Impact Muangthong Thani
on May 26, 2006

| .Free medical treatment project held by clinical
establishment Sri Guru Nanak Mission Sukhshala under the
patronage of Siri Guru Singh Sabha to the general public of any
religion or faith throughout June, 2006.
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2. Participated in the religious symposium “Religion
brings peace™ and best wishes to His Majesty the King on the
occasion of His 60th Anniversary of succession jointly
organized by the Department of Religions and the National
Culture Commission, the Ministry of Culture and 5 religious
organizations at the Conference Hall, the Cultural Center of
Thailand. on March 20, 2006.

3. The Thai Sikhs participated in a walk procession to
Sanam Luang in honor of His Majesty the King organized by
Haa Thanwa Maharaj Foundation on June 9, 2006.

4.Walk Rally for Charity *14th Thai Sikhs Mini
Marathon™ was organized on December 18, 2005 in honor of His
Majesty the King on his 60TH Anniversary of succession.
Presiding over the rally is Princess Siriwanwaleenareeratana.

5. Giving scholarships to school children and students by
“Sri Guru Nanak Dev Foundation™ under the patronage of Sri
Guru Singh Sabha in October, 2006 at the Guru dwara Sri Guru
Singh Sabha.

6. The Sikhs in Bangkok offer alms to 60 Buddhist
monks from various temples in the area near the statue of King
Buddhayodfa Chulaloke, Banagkok on November 19, 2006.

7. Representatives of four spiritual leaders (Islam,
Christianity, Bhrahman-Hindu, Sikhism) jointly paid respects to
King in the royal audience at the Anantasamakom palace on the
occasion of His 60th Anniversary of succession.
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Details of Activities the Sikhs in Thailand jointly
organized by the Association of Sri Guru Singh Sabha and the
Government agencies on the occasion of His Majesty the King’s
60th Birthday Anniversary

I. Sri Guru Singh Sabha and Thai Sikhs in conjunction
with the Thai government authorities observed a religious
ceremony and made a chanting to bless His Majesty the King in
the “*Siam Mangala™ ceremony. The ceremony began from
January 31, 2007 to February |1, 2007.

2. Dhamma gathering which chants “Ardas™ every
morning from January 1. 2007 to December 31, 2007 to seek
blessings from Siri Guru Granth Sahib to bless the King.

3. The Thai Sikhs joined in blood donation camps of the
Thai Red Cross in the project “Love King Donate Blood™ in
honor of His Majesty the King.

4. Charity Walk — Rally: The *15th Thai Sikhs Mini
Marathon™ was organized on December 17, 2006 to honor the
King i the occasion of His 80th Birthday Anniversary.
Princess Siriwanwaleenareeratana graciously presided over the
ceremony. Proceeeds from the event were presented to the
King.

5. Making a chanting of 11 sarupas of the Siri Guru
Granth Sahib Scripture for an uninterrupted 48 hours until the
end (1,430 pages) from August 30, 2007 to September 1, 2007.
300 Sikhs took their turn to make such chanting and 2000 people
took participation in the ceremony to devote their merits to His
Majesty the King.
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6. Sri Guru Singh Sabha and Thai Sikhs in cooperation
with the Thai government agencies observed the religious
ceremony and made a chanting to bless the King in “Thais Join
Force to Honor the King™ on the occasion of 80th birthday
anniversary. The ceremony started from 17 to 22 April, 2007.

7. Participation in the exhibition on the occasion of His
Majesty the King’s 80th Birthday Anniversary at Impact
Muangthong Thani on May 26, 2007.

8. The Thai Sikhs joined in the procession to present and
install the things for worship and praised the King at the Sanam
Luang on June 9. 2005 organized by 5 Thanwa Maharaj
Foundation and Army Region 1.

9. The Thai Sikhs and representatives of 5 religions
joined in the “Religious and Moral Promotion Week™ on the
occasion of His Majesty the King’s 80th Birthday Anniversary
on December 5, 2007, held on November 29, 2007 organized by
the Office of National Uniqueness Promotion.

10. The Association of Sri Guru Singh Sabha and the
Sikhs jointly distributed 8,100 packs of sugar water to the
general public on Phahurat-Burapha road on December 2, 2007
to honor the King on the occasion of his 80th Birthday
Anniversary.

I'1. The Association of Sri Guru Singh Sabha, the Sikhs
in Bangkok and the Department of Religions represented by the
Director-General and officials of the Department jointly offered
alms and Sanghadana to 80 Buddhist monks. and jointly donated
800 living bags to the poor from various places in Bangkok in
the area of King Buddhayodfa Chulaloke on November 18, 2007
to honor the King on the occasion of His 80th Birthday
Anniversary on December 5, 2007. page &3



The Sikhs in Thailand

The Sikhs have been living in Thailand along with the Thai
people for over a century. The people profess Sikhism are called
the “"Sikha™ or “Sikh™. The term stems from the Pali word
“Sikha™ or “Sukha™ in Thai which means education or training.
This means that the Sikhs are the disciples in learning and
practicing in accordance with the teachings and order of their
Gurus.

Originally, the Sikhs in Thailand hail from Punjab, the most
prosperous state in the northwestern part of India bordering
Kashmir and Afghanistan. The language of the Sikhs is Punjabi.
However, the new Sikh generation in Thailand prefers to use
Thai language.

Establishment of first Religious Place (Gurudwara)

The religious place was established after a number of Sikhs took
their shelter in Bangkok. It was earlier located on the area of
today’s Baan Mor road. The Sikhs wanted such religious place
as Sihkism promotes cooperation and assistance within the
community. The Sikh code of conduct provides that there shall
be a religious place where there are more than two Sikh families.
The Sikhs in fact can use any place as the religious place but
such place must be clean and tidy as a portion of such place
must be used to keep the holy scripture — Sri Guru Granth Sahib.

The recorded evidence say that with the growth of sikh
population in Thailand, the first holy place was established in
B.E. 2455 (1912). It was a wooden house located in the area of
Baan Mor leased from the house owner with little rent for
observing the religious ceremony once a week.
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Later, the Sikhs took a long term lease of a larger house on
Phahurat and Jakrapet road to use as a new holy place and Sri
Guru Granth Sahib was installed here.

In B.E. 2475 (1932), the Sikhs were able to raise contributions
mostly from among themselves of about Baht 16,200 to design
and construct a three and a half storey building at a total cost of
of Baht 25,000. This large building was designated as “Holy
Place of Association of Sri Guru Singh Sabha”

During the World War I, The Wat Liab power plant was air-
raided by the enemy force and got heavily damaged. A huge
bomb also fell very next to the Holy Place of Association of Sri
Guru Singh Sabha but to surprise of all , approximately 1000
people taking shelter in place were safe.

After the air-raid, the religious observance was temporarily
suspended and the holy place was moved to a wooden house
with zinc roof in the area of now Sikh Vidayalaya School
(moved later to Tambon Samrong Nue, Samutprakarn in
B.E.2542 ). The holy placed was restored to its original
condition until B.E. 2524.

The Sikhs who were living in one cluster in Baan Mor road
moved then to Phahurat-Chakraphet road after the
establishment of Gurudwara .

The Gurudwarauru Davara was rebuilt in the area of
approximately 360 sq.m. to accommodate the increasing sikh
population and Sikh Viddhayalaya School was moved to
Samrong Nue, Samutprakarn province in the area of 7 rai.
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During the period of 50 years after World War 11, the Sikhs and
this holy place have welcomed various important personalities
both within and outside , who joined in celebration of important
events. Worthy of mention among these is the celebration of Sri
Guru Nanak Dev’s 500th birthday anniversary held on
November 18, 2521 (1978) at the National Theatre. The event
was graciously presided over by His Majesty the King and
Queen Sirikit, joined by representatives of all religions in
Thailand.

LLONG LIVE THE KING

“l and the Queen are pleased to have joined celebration of 500th
anniversary of Sikhism jointly organized by the Sikhs. T would
like to take this opportunity to express my thanks for your warm
welcome and your presentation of holy souvenir from Nagara
Amritsar

It is a pleasure and satisfaction to me to learn from your
president that the Sikhs in Thailand have enjoyed full assistance,
protection and patronage in making a living and observing the
religious ceremonies according to your faith. The satisfying
feeling and happiness of a person arises out of an individual right
of conduct, adherence to the principles of Dhamma, and
assistance to other persons. You have enjoyed peace and
happiness because you aim to cultivate and promote good
understanding between the people without discrimination of
race, class, religion, and try to properly follow the principles of
good conduct at all times, taking into account the society or the
common interest as the basis of an human being.

On this occasion, 1 bless you to have physical and mental
strengths in order to perform your role and duties for the
benefits of the people in general who share happiness and
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sorrow and who live in the same country. May happiness,
prosperity and success be with all of you.”

The King and His Patronage of Sikhism

His Majesty the King is the patron of all religions including
Sikhism. He is pleased when he learns that the Sikhs in Thailand
have enjoyed assistance and convenience under his royal
protection. He supports and patronizes Sikhism throughout all
the times. He graciously presided over the Guru Nanak Dev’s
500th birthday anniversary at the National Theatre on
November 18, 1969.

Later, the holy place Gurudwara welcomed Her Royal Highness
Princess Sirindhorn as she graciously presided over the event
“The Thai Sikhs Jointly Wish the King on His 72 Vassa
Maharaja” on September 12, 2542 (1999).

The original building of the holy place Gurudwara was in an old
condition and was too small to accommodate large number of
people as a holy place. In B.E. 2522 (1979), the Sri Guru Singh
Sabha and all the Sikhs jointly rebuilt the holy place on the same
area, taking 2 years to complete.

Gurudwara 1s a 5 storey reinforced concrete building located on
the area of 360 sq.wah. The structure is classified below
according to the use of space:

The ground floor is a hall accessible to by all four gates in all
four directions. However, the fourth access way is obstructed
by a shopping center.

The second floor houses a multi purpose hall but most
importantly it serves as a holy kitchen (Guru ka Langar). This

floor can be modified for other purposes as well like it is
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frequently used for wedding functions.
The Third floor a mezannine one, serves as a community hall for
wedding functions and social/religious meetings.

The fourth floor is the biggest one and the real holy place where

the Guru GranthSahib is adorned every day in the very middle of
the hall. The floor is accessible by the stairs on the left and right

and also by an elevator. The interior of hall is 15.0 meters wide

and 37.0 meters long .

There are no priests or saints in the Gurudwara. The persons
who master the religious ceremony are called Grahthis™ or
Sanacharn who lead the others to make a chanting.

The top floor is divided into two sections, the first one called
“Sukh Asan (Sukha Asanti)” place for keeping the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Scripture, the place deeply revered by the Sikhs.
The second section is five-small residing rooms of the holy
scripture.

Restoration of the holy place of the Sikhs on the occasion of
60th anniversary of the King’s succession to the throne

The government assigned the Committee on Restoration of the
Ancient Places, Ancient Objects and Important Churches and
Religious Places with more than 60 years for the restoration in
honor of His Majesty the King on the occasion of His 60th
anniversary of succession. The Committee selected the
Gurudwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha located on Chakraphet Road
for such restoration. This was recognized as a holy palce, serving
as a shelter for Dhamma gathering and for chanting of the
Dhamma for a long time from B.E. 2475 until now or
approximately 75 years without interruption.

“Truth is high still higher is the truthful living”
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